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MINE! 
We can rejoice that our Savior is “mine.” Jesus is personal, constant, and faithful. Our relationship 
with him requires a personal decision of acceptance that His way is better than my way. When he 
becomes “mine,” then I become His and He changes me. I do not change Him (Even though I try 
pretty hard sometimes). Some consider the church, the bride of Christ, as “mine.” A church can be 
“mine” in the sense that I identify with it as a member and support it with my tithe and 
involvement. It is not “mine” to change, to focus on my preferences to the exclusion of reaching the 
lost or other generations. “Mine” is “ours” when referring to the bride of Christ.  
  
Constitution and Bylaws Is Your Legal Instrument 
The Christian Legal Association recommends that you update your Constitution and Bylaws (C&BL) 
every three to five years. The C&BL is the church’s sole and primary legal document that directs and 
protects your congregation. Where our C&BL are silent, then the local laws take precedent. Visit this 
link for a very informative online presentation  
http://noba.e-quip.net/presentations/show/1716. Also, visit www.christianlaw.org, click on the “legal 
protections” link, and scroll down to the sample C&BL. 
  
MBA Simultaneous Revivals Successful 
Thanks to a partnership with the Alabama COSBE Meeting at CWP, we were able to have 
vocational evangelists in 15 MBA churches and missions on January 17, 2009. The President, James 
Messer, reports the simultaneous effort resulted in 13 professions of faith, 6 by letter or statement, 
and approximately 25 rededications. Simultaneous revivals are one of many approaches we are using 
in the MBA to make an eternal difference by increasing the number of conversions in every church. 
Please contact Dr. Dave Hudson for a customized approach to evangelism in your community. 
  
Looking for New MBA Member Churches 
Many of you have indicated you are friends with churches in Mobile County that would like 
information about joining the MBA. We have an updated membership and new staff member 
orientation guide available on our web page. Just click on the  “Join MBA” button to see if theological 
and polity beliefs are compatible with affiliation to the local association of churches, Alabama State 
Board of Missions and the Southern Baptist Convention. Our Membership Committee would be 
thrilled to receive petitions for membership.  
  
Evangelism Response Center (ERC)  
1-888-Jesus20 (537-8720) 
We had 30 pastors and leaders attend our two ERC orientation sessions in January. They 
enthusiastically endorsed the MBA participation in the North American Mission Board’s Evangelism 
Response Center. Trained volunteers can log in at their convenience, from their home or cell phone, 
to accept calls from individuals seeking spiritual help. We also had seven churches express an 
interest in becoming Covenant Churches. These churches will accept responsibility to follow up on 
contacts and converts we receive through the calls to the spiritual help line. Visit  
http://www.erconline.net/ for complete information. You can begin including the ERC phone number 
on your web page, bulletin, and other publications. For Spiritual Help 24/7, call 1 888 Jesus20.  
  
International World Changers 
Even our smallest membership congregations could sponsor one of their students to participate in 
International World Changers this summer. Imagine the impact on your congregation, and on that 
student, after supporting them in this missions opportunity. The deadline to register is April 1. 
Check with Chuck Davis for more information.  
  
 



MBA Foundation Sub-committee 
The MBA Budget and Finance Committee is looking for some help to investigate and create a 
Foundation to help fund the ministries of the MBA. If you have expertise in this area and are willing 
to help please contact Chairman Dennis Dunn at Bayou Sara Baptist Church, or me. This will 
impact the ministries of the MBA for generations to come. 
  
Budget Challenges 
All ministry areas ended the year in the black! Just barely! Just as you see in your churches, it is 
good to remind our folks to please be faithful in our financial support. We always spend based on 
actual income, not on anticipated income, so we ended the year in the black. This obviously impacts 
the ministry areas, just as it does in your churches. 
  
Pastoral Changes  
Welcome, Justin Woulard to FBC Creola, Steve Roberts to Orchard, and Bruce Moseley as Bi-
vocational Pastor of Zion. Please pray for the churches we have listed as seeking a pastor and please 
let us know when their status changes: FBC Bayou La Batre, Central (BV),  Cypress Shores, FBC 
Dawes, Dayspring, Fellowship, Sage Avenue, FBC Semmes, Vietnamese Obedience, and FBC 
Theodore.  
  
  
Grateful to serve with you, 
Bro. Thomas 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


